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Helped Eliminate 
if Bracero ating Sig 


Public Law 78 is dead. The House 
of Representatives on May 29 voted 
174 to 158 against allowing the 
Bracero Program to continue after 
December 31, 1963, when it dies 
automatically. Public Law 78 has 
been with us since 1951, whena 
shortage of labor allegedly existed 
because of the Korean War. 

Since the end of the Korean War, 
the AFL-CIO, together with many in- 
terested groups, has been opposed to 
the many extensions of this law in 
the face of increasing unemployment. 

Studies conducted by the National 
end State AFL~CIO showed that the 
Bracero Program not only displaced 
many domestic workers, but it was a 
major factor in freezing farm wages 
end in meny cases lowering them. 
These studies also showed an increase 
in the number of Braceros bro ught 
to work in the United States after 
the War then during the War. 

This May 29, after a concentrated 
effort from the AFI-~CIO and with 
documented evidence of the harnful 
effects this Program has on the do- 
mestic workers, the Congress at last 


sew fit to heip give Amertcan jobs. 


back to American workers. 
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.- -but Your Congressman 


Fall is Doind Every thin 
Revie PLS Whoh i Me eed 


Farm Workers, the record Will show 
that your Congressman, elected from 
San Joaquin County and Stanislaus 
County is working overtime on the 
Bracero Program. You are aware of 
the Bracero Program; if you are not, 
it is the program set up to take 
your jobs and to keep your pay at a 
very minimum. 

Thisis just a reminder to you that 


it is our contention that your Con- 


gressman, John J. McFall, is working 
with the growers in this area to 
keep you in a category of second 
class citizens. By second class 
citizens we mean that you do not 
have full Social Security, Unemploy- 
ment Insurance nor the right of eleo- 
tions to determine whether you want 
awunion to represent you or not as 
other trade union members do in San 
Joaquin and Stanislaus Counties, 
Turn to page 4 and read McFall's 
statement to the press, 


Loduca ~ Poy+ 


Molating Cénie t 


Loduca and Perry, ferm labor con- 
tractors are violating en (See Pe4) 


Rai. itorial al 


The Voc Vacuum Left by Bracers 


Whe Scared the Domestics Away? 


Now that Public Law 78, the Bracero 
Program, is dead growers generally 
feel that their world has come crash- 
ing down. Instead of finding a posi-~- 
tive approach to their problem, they 
can only see that they'l! have to 
squeeze out more little farmers, 
adopt more «machinery and cut down 
their acreage. Not one word about 
offering domestic workers good wages 
or better working conditions. 

It was in this negative atmosphere 
that Public Law 78 was enacted and 
the same attitude has prevailed 
throughout its existence. 

For two years, we at AWOC have kept 
arecord of the Braceros brought into 
San Joaquin County. This year we 
found 4662 Braceros in asparagus 
alone! At the same time we found 
hundreds of workers left jobless at 
the Stockton farm labor pool area, 
where trucks and buses losd workers 
every morning for field jobs. 

At the height of the asparagus crop, 
April 29, 1166 able-bodied farm wor~ 
kers were not picked up to work. 
The average left jobless for the rest 
of that week was 700 workers. These 
workers gather in an area covering 
three streets runningnorth and south 
and two streets crossing east and 
west. Many more farm workers go out 
to the fields, or to another farm 
labor office in East Stockton; many 
have stopped trying to get farm jobs 
at all. 

Why are so many workers left jobless 
at the height of a highly productive 
season? Ig it reasonable to assume 
that they ga‘her here merely to watch 
other worke.,s load the buses in the 


ohilly pre-dawm hours of the morning? ~ 


- Te workers bad a different story to 


i 

! 
js ~2 
tell. Many i alee that the farm 
placement offic als delibarately slowed 
down referrals especial ly to the jobs 
dominated by Braceros. Other workers 
complained that it is a practice at 
the farm labor office to refuse work 
in the same cropif a worker for some 
reason or other has been referred to 
another grower for that crop already. 
Regardless of his reasons, the worker 
is merely black-balled. 

Growers in this area refuse to hire 
any workers unless they are referred 
by the farm placement office, although 
itis virtually impossible to process 
the thousands of workers needed daily. 

We reported these findings to the 
director of the Department of Enploy- 
ment, who sent investigators to count 
the number of seats left vacant on 
some of the buses. There were vacant 
seats. But, the vacancies were found 
on buses going to crops dominated by 
Braceros. Where there were no Brace- 
ros, the buses were fully loaded. 

It would appear, then, that growers’ 
contention that domestic workers will 
not do stoop labor is not unfounded. 

But examine the not-so-apparent 
factors. The farm placement office 
was particularly slow in referring 
workers to Bracero-held jobs. Add 
this factor to the harrassment that 
domestic workers get where there are 
Braceros working, and how the work 
is made more Gfficult. For instance, 
thinning jobs were done with long- 
handled hoes until the Braceros came. 
Now, the workers find themselves at 
the end of a short-handled hoe. Back- 
breaking, to say the least. 

And what happened to family housing? 
However miserable and inadequate, 
housing wag available to farm worker 
families -- before the Braceros came. 

It is awonder, considering the daily 
frustrations, that even one domestic 


i 


farmworker remains in the farm labor... 


market today! 
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Following is the determination I 
have made and authorized for release, 
relating to the alleged Labor 
Dispute between AWOC, Stockton 
Calif. and the Stockton Growers 
Group, INC., Stockton, Calif. deter~- 
mination: 

For Unemployment Insurance and 
Employment Service referral purposes, 
it is determined that no Labor 
Dispute exists between AWOC and the 
Stockton Growers Group, INC. as a 
result of the demands made by AWOC 
in its March 2, 1963, telegram to 
Stockton Growers Group, INC. In 
this case the Stockton Growers 
Group, INC. is not acting in the 
capacity of an employer of Agricul- 
tural Workers and thus it would 
have no way to act upon these 
demands. 


ALBERT B. TIEBERG 
DIRECTOR, DEPT. OF EMPLOYMENT 


But Judge Dozier Decided 
Stkn Growers Group is a Contactor 
and Therefore an Employer ——- 


JopAwoe grt. Move Ahead 


THURSDAY, JUNE 20, 1963 


on re ne rece Lenn eerie ene mmecem 


Growers Group 
Denied Picket Ban 


The Stockton Growers 
Group today lost a legal ma- 
neuver to force the removal of 
Agricultural Workers Organiz- 
ing Committee pickets from in 
front of its offices at 730 Ma- 
rengo Road. 

In a Superior Court ruling, 
Judge Bill Dozier denied the 
growers group’s request for_an 
injunction against picketing. 
roup contended they are 
rvice organization and not 
a labor contracting company. 

ed pickets around 
the group’s premises in April, 
claiming that the group Is un- 
fair and refuses to negotiate 
with the farm union. 

in his decision, Judge Dozier 
said the contention that the 
growers group employed no 
agricultural workers was a 
facade. He adtied that wages 
paid by the group were being 
charged back ggainst ranchers, 
‘thal trucks @epvided by the 
group were reneea by farmers, 
‘and that foremen furnished 
and paid by the growers group 
were being charged against 
farmers. 

Judge Dozier also pointed 
jut that the growers group is 
licensed by the state as a labor 
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: contractor and not an employ- 
ment agency. 


fockfon 
Record 
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Loduca & Perry 

Agreement with AWOC Signed by Ernest 
Perry, manager of the firm They 
heve notified AWOC that they don't 
intend to go along with the contract. 


. 
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Violations Corrected” 


Another farm lsbor contractor who 
hed refused to honor his Agreement 
with AWOC . has finally agreed to. 


The violations so 

far include refu- 

sal to allow AWOC repre- 
sentatives access to 
their work premi ses, 
their loading lot, their 
office and they are dis~ 
couraging workers from 
becoming Union members, 
This is not the first 
time since the Agreement 
was signed that Loduca 
and Perry have gone back 
on the contract. Before 
the Agreement had been 
in effect for two weeks, 
they had begim making 
gestures of defiance 
but this was immediately 
straightened out. Ano-~ 
ther attempt to violate 
the Agreement was halted 
by immediate action on 
the part of AWOC, 

Now AWOC is going to 
do all it can legally 
to see that this Agree- 
ment is enforced. 
Again, it is going to 
be up to the Farm Wor- 
kers and AWOC members 
to assist in enforcing 
this contract. It is 


ay 31,1963 With the coopera 
reo ce —~~ tion of Brocchini 


Rep. McFall Has 
Hopes For A 
Reconsideration 


Congressman John McFall 
westerday expressed the hope 
that Congress might reconsider 
its decisioa net to extend the 
Mexican National program. 

Contacted by the News-Sen- 
tinel, McFall shared growers’ 
apprehension about San Joa- 
quin County’s agricultural 
prospects if the Bracero labor 
supply is cnt off. “I don’t 
know how we're going to get 
the crops harvested,” McFall 
commented, 

He remarked that the defeat 
of the extensiun of the national 
program came as a surprise to 
everyone-——even to those who 
favored ending the program. 
He said that apparently groups 
opposing the Mexican National 
Act had done-a lot of “spade 
work” during the past week, 
and had swung previously un- 
decided Congressmen to their 
side. 


McFall said there is a possi-. 


bility that Congress might yet 
enact & one-year extension, but 
that at this point, it is hard to 
know what will happen next, 


Farms, Joe Sanchez was 
using scare tactics to 
discourage workers from 
becoming Union members. 
Those who became menbers 
were constantly harras- 
sed. In addition, he 
refused to deduct their 
AWOC dues although many 
workers had signed ay- 
thorizations for that 
purpose. 

AWOC patiently nego= 
tiated with Mr. Sanchez, 
while picketing all his 
operations until he 
agreed to comply with 
his part of the contract, 
We are glad to report 
that the situation has 
been greatly improved. 


J OBS SOL D 


Ahigh official at the 
Chihuelma, Mex., Bracero 
contracting office has 
been selling Braceros 
the right to work in U.S. 
fields for the tidy sum 
of $1500 each! It was 


your future wages and your working 
conditions that AWOC is putting up 
this fight for! You ean help by not 
crossing our picket lines and allerting 
all your friends and fellow workers 
that a dispute exists between AWOC and 
Loduce. and Perry. 


A sadder and wiser man he walked back t 
“Ye-exteision by the United States Hou 
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disclosed by El Frontezizo, a Cd. Jnexez 
newspepero Offers of $1200 to $1300 
were rejected for being "below the 
established emount. This grave wrong 
was reported by Bracero applicant, 
Lucio Hernandez who had given up his 
belongings in Ciudad Juarez to travel, 
to Chihuahua where he was rejected. 
o Juarez the week P.L.. 78 was. refysed .. 


se of Representatives. 


